
Learning Goal: 

Students will learn how to use jot notes to help them 
become better readers

Passive vs active reading

What are jot notes and why should we use them?

Practice Example



VS

ACTIVE 
READING

PASSIVE 
READING

Use reading strategies 
to help understand 

and remember what is 
read

Not using strategies- 
struggles to 

understand and 
remember what is read



ACTIVE 
READING

VS PASSIVE 
READING

Students make 
sure they 

understand what 
they are reading as 

they go along

Students read until 
the assignment is 

completed



ACTIVE 
READING

VS PASSIVE 
READING

The goal is to learn 
something new.

The goal is to 
finish reading.



ACTIVE 
READING

VS PASSIVE 
READING

The mind is 
focused on what is 

being read

The mind wanders 
during reading



ACTIVE 
READING

VS PASSIVE 
READING

Can summarize 
what they have 
read and have 

opinions about the 
topic

Can’t create a 
logical summary or 

form an opinion.



ACTIVE 
READING

VS PASSIVE 
READING

Has a pencil/
highlighter in hand 

to make notes

Don’t know what is 
important to make 

notes on



ACTIVE 
READING

VS PASSIVE 
READING

Make meaning of 
new words

Skip unknown 
vocabulary words



ACTIVE 
READING

VS PASSIVE 
READING

Connects the text 
to something they 

already know, 
makes predictions

Words get read but 
do not get 
absorbed



ACTIVE 
READING

VS PASSIVE 
READING

Pictures the story 
in their mind- like 
watching a movie.

Words get read but 
do not get 
absorbed



An effective way to become an active reader is by 
using jot notes.



What are jot notes?
Jot notes are short, quick notes.

Jot notes are NOT full sentences.

Here is an example 
of what jot notes 
could look like.

WHAT DO YOU SEE?

WHAT DO YOU NOTICE?

Highlighted/Underlined text must 
be accompanied by a note in the 

margin.



New 
Learning

Tricky 
WordsQuestions

Opinions

Feelings

Things the 
text remind 

you of

Interesting 
Parts

What can we jot?



Why are jot notes helpful?
To keep track of 

important details
To better understand 

a text

To show and 
remember what you 
are thinking when 

reading

To better prepare for 
discussion, to answer 
questions and to write

To help focus on what 
you are reading


